The Adoption Process used by the 4th and 8th Grade Washington State History Adoption Team


· Adoption Committee:  Per the requirements of SPS Board Policy C21.00   http://www.seattleschools.org/area/policies/c/C21.00pdf  An Adoption Coordinator was named.  The adoption coordinator constituted the Adoption Committee by:
· Soliciting family, community members and teachers with notices in School Beat
·  Providing a notice for PTSA newsletters through building administrators
· Calling local museums and tribes and University of Washington History    Department asking for names of potential committee members
Representation was solicited from all regions of the city and representation of advocates for student needing special or supplemented materials.  

· Communications Plan:  The Adoption Coordinator with the input of the Adoption Committee developed a written communications plan to ensure the public would have access to the timeline, the finalists, and information of where and when public viewing and comment on the finalists would occur.  Elements of this plan include:
· A District website: http://www.seattleschools.org/area/curriculumalign/ssadoption_index.html
· Requests to all Adoption Committee members to post viewing opportunities on their websites
· An article with dates in School Beat 
· Viewing schools will share the titles with neighborhood schools at as many PTSA’s and Open Houses as possible

· Adoption Criteria:
The SPS Board Policy requires that all adopted materials must be rated through the lens of Cultural Relevancy.  The Adoption Committee unanimously agreed to use all twenty-five items of the Criteria for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Cultural Relevancy and Anti-bias document. The rationale was that history is the study of human interaction; therefore, all elements of the document were necessary.
 The topic headings are:
· Stereotypes
· Perspectives
· Culturally Responsive Instructional Strategies and Assessment

An additional set of criteria was developed by the Adoption Committee to meet the traditional requirements of a rigorous adoption process.  These thirty-two-criteria are grouped by the following topics:
· Content relevant to Washington State History (the draft alignment document), and State Grade Level Expectations, which can be viewed at http://www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/CBAs/elementary.aspx
· Assessments including the State CBA’s
· Support for Learning and Teaching
· Text and Presentation and Features
	
Interrater Reliability – An interrater reliability exercise was conducted to ensure that all members of the Adoption Committee had the same understanding of the criteria and the rating system.  This process is regarded as best practice in setting a standard of scorer reliability.

· The Selection Process: Each textbook was rated using the combined fifty-seven criteria by each committee member.  The average time for reviewing one text was approximately two hours.  Upon completion of the review the elimination process took place.  
· The first lens used to eliminate texts was the District Criteria for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Cultural Relevancy and Anti-bias document
·  The second lens used was depth of content coverage
·  The third lens was the review of the technical aspects including but not limited to visuals, teacher aids and supplemental materials.

Finalists for 4th grade are:

H.M. SOCIAL STUDIES, WASHINGTON STUDIES, Publisher Houghton Mifflin 

WASHINGTON OUR HOME, Publisher Gibbs Smith,

Finalists for the 8th grade are:

WASHINGTON A STATE OF CONTRASTS, Publisher Directed Media, Inc.,

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE, Publisher Directed Media, Inc.,

